



           Alapahoochee River Watershed was selected because of the high level of citizen concern about water quality and public health in this watershed.  Mud Creek drains the southern half of Valdosta, which includes a mixture of residential, industrial, silvicultural, and agricultural land uses and the Valdosta Mud Creek Water Pollution Control Plant.  Mud Creek has Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for high fecal coliform and does not support designated uses.  Mud Creek joins Grand Bay Creek to form the Alapahoochee River.  The Alapahoochee River has fish consumption guidelines for mercury and only partially supports its designated use.  This subwatershed is a high recharge area for the Upper Floridian aquifer, from which most people in the vicinity get their drinking water.





          Seven Rivers and others partners recognized a watershed approach is needed to educate landowners about water quality and connect them with resources and programs to help control and abate pollution from all sources.  Agriculture and silviculture are the largest land uses in the watershed and most liable sources of nonpoint source pollution; however, other sources such as urban runoff and industrial waste may be substantial contributors.  Citizen involvement in the development of the WRAS is key to attaining and maintaining good water quality for this watershed.  The Council was awarded a EPD 319 Grant in the amount of $167,670 to assess and analyze information relating to impairment of the Alapahoochee River Watershed, develop a WRAS, and install five demonstration Best Management Practices as identified by the WRAS.

















          The Alapaha-Willacoochee River Watershed 319 project developed a Watershed Restoration Action Strategy (WRAS).  The WRAS is designed to provide assistance to local governments, interested citizen groups, etc. on ways to achieve and maintain good water quality in their watershed by identifying the resources necessary to control pollution.  The WRAS consist of information on the watershed such as a description of the watershed; water quality; sources of water pollution; public outreach; best management practices (BMP’s); water quality issues, goals, and actions; and potential funding resources.  





          Other accomplishments during the project time period included the completion of 17 Best Management Practices in the watershed, 6 BMP demonstration field days, and wetland quality and aquatic habitat assessments of the watershed.  The Council received an EPD 319 grant in the amount of $323,040 and a match of $215,360 from projects participants, Alapaha and Middle South Georgia Soil and Water  Conservation Districts, National Wildlife Federation, USDA-NRCS, Georgia Extension Service, South Georgia Regional Development Center, and local governments. 
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